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President’s Message
IT IS NOW OFFICIAL!  The annual IRA

meeting will be held on Friday, March 9th at the

Hilton Hotel in Missoula.  There will be a

social at the Joker’s Wild on Thursday evening,

March the 8th.  Karen has gone to great lengths

to schedule the meeting at a time that appears

to be the most convenient for most of the

members.  

The Roundwood Association is coming off of

one of the most successful years we, as an

association, have had.  Yes, there has been

controversy; yes, supply is still an issue; but all

in all the industry and the Association are

thriving.  As we approach spring ( I am

assuming it will arrive) the annual meeting is a

great opportunity to see old friends and make

new ones.  

It is my understanding that the Hilton is a new

hotel with very nice accommodations, so bring

your spouses or significant others and enjoy

the time.  It is a great time to rekindle the

enthusiasm that keeps us all moving forward.

As always, there will be much discussion on

new business trends, old business problems,

and of course the good-natured ribbing that

the association has come to be known for.  See

the agenda in this newsletter to peruse the list

of scheduled speakers and bring your

questions for them.  

In addition to the speakers there will be a very

important election of officers.  There are two

openings on the board and I would encourage

each of you to consider if this is an area you

would like to serve.  If you are interested, let a

current board member know.

I would encourage every member to attend

this year’s meeting.  The time is well spent. 

The business relationships formed, the

personal friendships made, and the motivation

you will leave with make the meeting a must

to attend.  This is your Association and you are

the ones that reap the benefits from active

participation.

I look forward to seeing all of you in Missoula.

–Norman Tyser, President



  Minutes
Board of Directors

IRA Board Directors Norm Tyser, Randy

Gross, Leo Pfendler, Kal Kovatch, Rich Lane

and Jody Parker and Executive Administrator,

Karen Kovatch participated in a telephone

conference call on December 7th 2006.

The quarterly board meeting was called to

order by President Norm Tyser and all board

members were on the call.  Minutes from the

last meeting were accepted as published in the

Fall 2006 IRA Newsletter.

Treasurer, Kal Kovatch reported a balance of 

$6024.00.  This does not include the cost of the

fall newsletter.

Old Business

At the September meeting we discussed

updating and correcting the mailing list.  All

the board members took different parts of the

mailing list and looked up the correct

addresses and made sure the correct people are

getting the newsletters.  Updating links to

other web sites was also discussed.  We have

several sites that are mentioned on our web

site that we are encouraging to link back to our

website.  We have been checking these out and

making sure our site is getting acknowledged.

Karen discussed the website and the

information people are emailing her about the

products.  She asked for approval to add a

paragraph on the website contact page further

explaining the Product/Member search

capabilities and ability to locate local

producers.  

The next item on old business is the AWPA

fence post treating standards.  The board

discussed the independent task force

committee which was established to discuss

the difference between peeled and dowels and 

their respected treatability.  The IRA is

committed to our Quality Awareness

Campaign that was established several years

ago.  No matter what we produce (either

peeled or doweled) we all need to make sure

we are producing a quality product with

treatable sapwood.  We do not want to give the

appearance that the board is taking sides on

this issue.  The board is committed to

representing the members in the best possible

manner.

New Business

We will need another new board member due

to the fact that Jody Parker will be coming off

the board after 6 years of service.  Mike and

Norm will be up for reelection and a second 3

year term.  In the last newsletter we mentioned

that we are looking for a new board member so

a separate letter will not be sent.

Newsletter articles will be needed and also a

President’s Message.  

The annual meeting, will be in Missoula,

March 9th at the Hilton Garden Suites.  We

need to also find 3-4 speakers for the annual

meeting and board members are already

working on prospective speakers.

Jody motioned to adjourn the meeting and it

was seconded by Karen.

–Mike Sterling, Secretary
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19th Annual IRA Meeting & 3nd Annual IRA Social 
The 2007 IRA Annual Meeting will be on

Friday, March 9th, 2007 in Missoula, Montana. 

Registration begins at 8:00AM and the meeting

starts promptly at 9:00AM. 

Location:  The meeting will be held at The

Hilton Garden Inn, 3720 North Reserve Street. 

Exit 101 off I-90. (406) 532-5300  This is just

across the street from where the meeting was

held last year.  www.missoula.gardeninn.com

Lodging: We have reserved a block of rooms at

the Hilton.  Ask for the IRA rate of $85 plus tax

by February 14th 2007 by calling 1 (877) 782-

9444.

Lunch: The noon meal will be available on the

9th  for $10.  Please fill out the attached form so

we know how many to count on for lunch.

Meeting Registration Fee: IRA members do

not pay a registration fee.  Cost for non-

members is $10.

IRA Social: Once again the IRA has organized

a social in memory of Joanna Dixon.  The 3rd

Annual Social will start the evening before the

meeting at 6PM on Thursday, March 8th at The

Joker's Wild Restaurant Lounge and Casino. 

No host cocktails will be available and there

will be pizza served at 6:30PM.

19th Annual IRA Meeting Tentative Agenda
Friday, March 9th, 2006 � Hilton Garden Inn � Missoula, Montana

8:00AM Registration Kalvin Kovatch, Treasurer

9:00 Welcome & Begin Meeting Norman Tyser, President

9:20 The Future & Evolution of Roundwood Karen Kovatch, Executive Administrator

9:45 Building a Successful Business Darrell Miller, Marks-Miller Post & Pole, Inc.

10:00 Break

10:15 Kootenai Stakeholders Coalition Paul Rumelhart, Executive Director of Kootenai

River Development Council and Bob Clark, Sierra

Club

11:00 Markets for Non-saw Material Generated Pete Johnston, Adams County Biomass

from Timber Sales and Thinnings Coordinator

11:30 Break

11:45 Strength Testing Roundwood Tom Gorman, Department of Forestry, University

of Idaho

12:15PM Lunch

1:15 Building a Wood Website Nora McDougall-Collins,  Internet Marketing

Specialist 

1:40 How to Become a OSHA Inspection Darrell Miller

Exempt SHARP Company

2:00 Election of Officers Norman Tyser

Adjourn
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Annual Meeting Speaker Profiles
Thomas Gorman, Department

Head and Professor,

Department of Forest Products

at the University of Idaho. 

Tom will be presenting

information on the Strength

Testing he and Dave Green

from the Forest Products Lab have be

conducting on roundwood material to set

standards for grading poles for use in

engineered structures.

Darrell Miller, Marks-Miller Post & Pole, Inc

in Clancy, MT.  Darrell will be presenting

Building a Successful Business a 10 point plan

based on 31 years of personal experience. 

Darrell will also be addressing SHARP (Safety

and Health Achievement Recognition

Program)- How to Become OSHA Inspection

Exempt.

Nora McDougall-Collins, Internet Marketing

Specialist for TimberBuySell.com and

Smallwood Utilization Network.   Nora’s

career path toward geekdom began at the

University of Montana when she added a

minor in Computer Sciences to her major in

Business Administration.  Since 1999 Nora has 

been serving as a computer instructor at

Missoula’s Dickinson Lifelong Learning Center

where Karen Kovatch took her Web Design

classes for the IRA.  Nora will discuss the role a

good website can take in roundwood business. 

She will give tips and advice on Building a

Wood Website incorporating the knowledge

she’s gained while working on wood specific

sites such as TimberBuySell.com and the

smallwoodnews.com sites through the

Montana Community Development

Corporation.  This will benefit members who

have sites and those who are thinking of

building one.

Paul Rumelhart, Kootenai River Development

Council and Bob Clark, from the Sierra Club. 

Bob and Paul will talk about the collaborative

efforts of the Kootenai Stakeholders Coalition

in Libby, MT to work on forest health issues on

the Kootenai, and how those efforts are

beginning to result in actual projects that result

in getting wood into the marketplace.  In less

than one year they have gotten five projects

going on the Kootenai.  This may help your

own efforts to get more small-diameter wood

harvested on public lands.

Pete Johnston, retired USFS and current

Adams County Biomass Coordinator.  Pete

Johnston has been hired by a few southern

Idaho counties as a biomass coordinator.  He

works with the Forest Service and private

companies to find homes and sources for

woody biomass.  He retired from the Forest

Service as a Ranger several years ago and took

this position last summer.  Paul will explain

how to develop and coordinate Markets for

Non-saw Material Generated from Timber

Sales and Thinnings.

Karen Kovatch, Roundwood

West Corporation.  Karen will

be presenting The Future and

Evolution of Roundwood.  She

gave this presentation at

SmallWood 2006 in Richmond,

VA.  This is a great

introduction to the IRA and the

history of the industry.  She will touch on the

many products made from small diameter

trees and their established markets.N
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È In Memory È
The Roundwood West families lost father and

grandfather, John E. Christensen on December

16th 2006.  Survivors include his wife Vivian,

his daughter and son-in-law Jan and Dave

Guelff, his granddaughter Karen and her

husband ‘Grandson’ Kalvin Kovatch and two

great grandchildren Klaire and Klayton John

Kovatch.  

John was born in 1918 and was raised in Hot

Springs, MT.  He raised buffalo, contracted

stock for rodeos and worked for the Forest

Service as a blacksmith and as a packer.  In the

early 60's they built their home 30 miles West

of Missoula on West Nine Mile Road, just up

the road from where Jan and Dave started

Nine Mile Posts and Rails in the early 70's. 

When Dave bought the Morbark peeler they

set it up in the arena and hand mucked some

posts through it.

Later, John and Dave would spend the winters

in John’s shop working on postyard projects

from overhauling the backhoe to building  a

fully automated post trimmer, pointer/capper

and sorter system for farm fence posts. É

Mystery Yard

Photo

Tim Jacobsen of T & C Fencing in

Ovando called to give me a bad

time about all the firewood in the

background of the Mystery Yard

Photo.  I guess that solves the

mystery!  Anyway here is the

post with the cattle ear tags

marking the post sizes sans most

of the firewood pile!

West Indies Roundwood

Here is a photo from Ronda Taggart at

Porterbilt Company, Inc.  This wood was

turned at Porterbilt in Hamilton, MT  and then

sent to Whitewood, SD to be treated.  You

could say these posts and poles had a few

miles put one them before they were erected in

the French West Indies. 

Email us a photo of your latest project to

info@roundwoodassociation.org  

-Karen Kovatch
John riding his “putter” pulling the welder at Nine

Mile Posts & Rails in 1987.
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Before and under construction: the 

new look at Kelly Pine.  Photos courtesy

of Craig Rawlings. 

Bonner Ballpark

The baseball park in Bonner, MT is getting a

new look thanks to some roundwood trusses. 

While in Missoula for the IRA Annual Meeting

in March take I-90 out to Bonner and check out

the new grandstand.  

The trusses are made from logs run out at

former director Ron Porter’s mill Porterbilt

Company, Inc.  According an article in the

Missoulian, the contractor said, “Logs are round. 

They are not square, so that’s more a challenge to

work with, but it’s not too bad.  The company we

work with (Porterbilt Post and Pole in Hamilton)

keep them pretty true to 6-inch round.”  I suppose

I’m a little prejudiced but I would bet my hat

they are just about perfect!

Thanks to Craig Rawlings who ran out to

Bonner for the photo below as I didn’t have my

camera when I went by rubber necking.

-Karen Kovatch
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Johnson Systems Packaging & Repair
P.O. Box 1325 � Bozeman, MT 59715

1-800-326-3146 – (406) 586-3146
Fax (406) 587-8136

We encourage all Roundwood Association members to try
our products and service.  We offer fine quality banding,
strapping tools, seals and strapping tool repair at
reasonable prices.  With warehouses in Sheridan, WY;
Bozeman, Missoula and Kalispell, MT we can usually offer
next day delivery of your packaging requirements.

Randy S. Gross
Products Manager
Phone (719) 685-0444
Email: rsgross1@adelphia.net
www.coppercare.us

Copper Naphthenate Concentrate 
-Economical
-Effective
-Dip or Pressure Treat
-Appealing Brown Buckskin Color

Osmose
Advertise in the IRA Newsletter

Business Directory!

Call Gary Marks

 (406) 933-5981

gary@marks-miller.com

Arch Wood ProtectionY o u r  S i n g l e  S o u r c e  S o l u t i o n

Brian C. Miller     Bus: (406) 721-2580  Fax: (406) 728-2557

Cell: (406) 370-2900   Email: brian@missoulasaws.com 
P.O. Box 16005 – 212 Commerce Street,  Missoula, MT  59808

Dowel mills, production post & pole machinery

ED SMITH
Sales Manager

1-877-449-3464

www.roundwoodsystems.com
Office Cell Fax

406-449-2213 406-431-5882 406-449-3465

“Making it Round”
Manufacturing state of the art rounding/doweling machines.

USA 4845 Wedgewood Ct.  Blaine WA 98230
Phone (360) 371-5491 Fax (360) 371-5732

Canada #14-2337 Townline Rd.  Abbotsford, BC V3T 6G1
Phone (604) 855-3873 Fax (604) 855-9623

Web: zedcoindustries.com   E-mail: info@zedcoindustries.com

Business Directory

Please support our sponsors!
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IRA Board of Directors
Norman Tyser, President (307) 742-6992 ntyser@wyoming.com

Randy Gross, Vice President (719) 685-0444 rsgross1@adelphia.net

Mike Sterling, Secretary   (208) 722-6837 mike@parmapostandpole.com

Kalvin Kovatch, Treasurer (406) 677-2300 roundwoodwest@blackfoot.net  

Jody Parker   (605) 269-2233 jodyp@hillspg.com

Leo Pfendler (406) 288-3817 drm3260@blackfoot.net

Rich Lane (406) 721-2573 rlane@naturalresourcesolutions.com

Newsletter, Classified Ads & IRA Website
Karen Kovatch, Editor (406) 677-2300 info@roundwoodassociation.org

Membership Information 

Thank you for inquiring about the

Intermountain Roundwood Association.

Our organization is a nonprofit corporation

representing the economic, educational, and

social interests of roundwood producers.  

Anyone engaged in or interested in the

harvesting, manufacturing, or marketing of

small roundwood and associated products is

eligible for membership in our organization.

Our association has been working for a

consistent and stable supply of raw materials;

presenting a united voice to government

agencies and congressional delegations on

those issues facing our association; working

with government agencies on hazardous waste

disposal alternatives; working to find State and

Federal loan opportunities for small

businesses; locating new out of region markets

for members products; providing information

on State and Federal Regulations; distributing

a quarterly newsletter with pertinent

information; providing advice to members in

their dealings with governmental regulatory

and land management agencies; and educating

the public on the need to thin timber stands to

provide a healthy environment and prevent

stand-destroying fires.

Meetings

Members are encouraged to participate in the

quarterly director meetings throughout the

year as well as our annual meeting.  The board

conducts four meetings, usually two

teleconference meetings and two physical

meetings each year.  Members are welcome to

raise concerns and contact directors with

specific issues and any questions.

The next Board of Directors meeting will

follow the 19th Annual meeting on March 9th

2007 in Missoula, Montana.  Contact IRA

President Norm Tyser for more meeting

information at (307) 742-6992.

Advertising
Business Directory Ads:  $140 per year. 

Contact Gary Marks (406) 933-5981 or

gary@marks-miller.com

IRA Website
Log on at:

www.intermountainroundwood.org

Email: info@roundwoodassociaion.org
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1

2

4Architectural & Structures
� Architectural Products
� Engineered Structures
� Gazebos & Kiosks
� Hand or Deck Railings
� Pole Barns
� Tipi Poles & Hogan Logs

Biomass
� Biomass
� Hogfuel
� Livestock Bedding

Fencing
� Corral Rails or Panels
� Doweled Rail Fencing
� Fence Posts
� Fence Rails
� Fencing Material
� Jack Leg Fencing

Gates
� Archways
� Gates

Government & Educational
� Educational
� Government
� Research

Hardware & Equipment
� Handling Equipment
� Hardware
� Manufacturing Equipment
� Shipping & Packaging
Materials

Highway Products
� Barn Poles
� Guardrail Posts

Jump Rails
� Horse Jump Rails

Landscape Products
� Landscape Products

Log Furniture & Log Home
Components
� Log Components
� Log Furniture

Poles & Stakes
� Building Poles
� Tree Stakes & Crop Poles
� Utility Poles

Professional Services
� Consulting
� Forestry
� Professional Services

Treating & Milling Services
� Custom Sawing & Machining
� Treating Facility

Wood Protection
� Barrier Wrap
� Wood Preservatives

Wood, Lumber & Barkies
� Doweled Products
� Doweled Wood
� Hand-peeled Wood
� Lumber
� Machine-peeled Wood
� Treated Wood
� Unpeeled Wood
� White Wood

2007 IRA Membership Application Form and 

Annual Meeting & Social Registration
Please return form and payment to:

     Intermountain Roundwood Association

     Kalvin Kovatch, Treasurer

     P.O. Box 1275, Seeley Lake, MT 59868

Business or Organization:

_______________________________________________ 
 üThis is how your membership will be listed on the back of the newsletter and on

the IRA website.

Contact person:_________________________________

� Yes, I (we) will be attending the IRA Annual

Meeting on Friday, March, 9th.

� No, I (we) will not be attending this year. 

� Please mail me a receipt.

� Yes I (we) will be attending the IRA Social on

Thursday, March 8th.  Please plan on ______ (number

of individuals to attend Social).

 

� Yes, I (we) will be having lunch at the Annual

Meeting on March 9th.  Please reserve ______ meals at

$10 per person.

Meal(s) x $10 __________

� IRA Dues for 2007         $100      

� $10 non-member meeting registration fee:_ ________

TOTAL __________

Contact information for my IRA web page

and the membership phone and address lists:
� No changes this year.  Stop here, do not check any

more boxes!

� Please make changes as noted.

� New member: Complete the remainder of this

form.

Address:_______________________________________

City: ____________________________State:_________ 

Zip Code: _________________

Phone: (____)______________ Fax: ________________ 

Toll Free: [Optional] (____) ______________________

E-mail: ________________________________________ 

Website:_______________________________________

DESCRIPTION OF COMPANY 

Limited to 150 words.  Attach separate page or email 

info@roundwoodassociation.org  Remember to

include one photo or image to accompany your

business or organization description.  You may email

photo also.

PRODUCT LOCATOR CATEGORIES

Please choose all products you sell and processes

which apply to your operation.  This information will

be used in the Product/Member Locator feature on

the website.  Call (406) 677-2300 or log on to the

website www.roundwoodassociation.org/printable

Products.jsp for product description definitions:
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INTERMOUNTAIN ROUNDWOOD ASSOCIATION
2006 MEMBERS

All American Timber Company

Allweather Wood Inc.

Alpine Products of Condon

Arch Wood Protection

Ayers & Baker Pole & Post, Inc.

Baker Timber Products, Inc.

Bouma Post Yards

Bourbon Valley Corporation

Community Smallwood Solutions, LLC

Copper Care Wood Preservatives, Inc.

Doubletree Logging

Flathead Stickers & Dowel Mill

Forest Concepts, LLC

Forest Products Distributors, Inc.

Gebhardt Post Plant & Sawmill

HDR, Engineering, Inc.

Hills Products Group

Hunt’s Timbers, Inc.

Johnson Systems Packaging & Repair

Lob Lolly Logging & Lumber

Lodgepole Products Company

Lost Trail Powder Mountain

Marks-Miller Post & Pole, Inc.

Missoula Saws, Inc.

Montana Community Development Corp.

Montana Wood Products Association

Myrstol Post & Pole Company

North Idaho Post & Pole, Inc.

Osmose, Inc.

Pacific Western Lumber

Pacific Wood Preserving

Panhandle Forest Products

Parma Post & Pole Inc.

Pfendler Post & Pole, Inc.

Pickaroon Timber Products, Inc.

Pineda Post & Poles, Inc.

Porterbilt Company, Inc.

Postsaver USA

Ranch Service & Supply Company

Rich Lane & Associates, LLC

Rocks & Pines Fence Company

Round-Wood Systems

Roundwood West Corporation

Ruby Valley Pressure Treating & Post Co.

Small Diameter Log Company, Inc.

Smurfit-Stone Container

Southern Oregon Round Stock

Stephen Smith Consulting

Sullivan & Mann Lumber Co., Inc.

T & C Fencing, Inc.

Thompson Falls Post & Rail, Inc.

Thunderbolt Wood Treating

Timber Products Inspection

Tricon Timber, LLC

Turtle Dove Post & Rail

United Wood Products, Inc.

Universal Forest Products

University of Idaho

USFS, Seeley Lake Ranger District

Western Fence, Inc.

Western Wood Preservers Institute

Wheeler Lumber, LLC

Zedco Industries


