
NEWSLETTER
Summer 2008
Production, education and marketing of quality roundwood products

President’s Message
I assume by the time each of you receives this

message you will be wondering what

happened to summer.  It never ceases to amaze

me how summers seem to go faster and faster

every year.  I can only imagine how fast they

will go when I get old (er).  The only

redeeming factor for the end of summer is the

arrival of fall, my favorite time of year.  I am

sure the good Lord gave us fall to have the

wherewithal to make it through the long

winters.

The IRA Board of Directors fall meeting will be

held (or has been held) in the Black Hills of

South Dakota and be hosted by Bill Baker of

Baker Timber Products and Jody Parker of

Hills Products Group.  Both Bill and Jody have

graciously agreed to cover any gambling debts

incurred by the Board in Deadwood during its

stay September 11th and 12th.  As is always the

case, all IRA members are welcome to attend

the Board meeting.  The actual meeting takes

place on September 12th.

I assume just about everyone in the

Association is feeling the impact of the pine

beetle.  Although the beetle might make supply

a little more abundant right now, the long term

effect may well be devastating.  I encourage

everyone, when confronted with the

explanation for the epidemic as “drought and

global warming” to expound on the fact that

neglect in forest management plays a major

role in the epidemic reaching the proportions it

has.  Trees, like people, when they are old and

neglected, are more susceptible to disease and

attack.

That’s the end of the sermon.  I wish everyone

well.  Stop and enjoy the smell of fresh cut,

peeled, or doweled pine, and enjoy this gift we

call life.

–Norman Tyser, President

September in 

South Dakota 

As if the Black Hills weren’t a draw enough,

Bill Baker has dangled the fact the one of the

newest Cabela’s stores has just opened in

Rapid City.  If this isn’t incentive to get some of

you fellows to a

IRA director

meeting, I don’t

know what else

we can do!  In

addition, Bill has promised a tour of his yard

and hopefully these newest upgrades: a boom

and second dowel machine (shown below) will

be up and running. 



  Minutes
Summer 2008 Board of Directors Meeting

Date of Meeting:  June 12, 2008

Conference Call starting at 9:30 AM MDT

Minutes taken by Rich Lane, Secretary

Attendees:  Board of Director members Norm

Tyser, Mike Sterling, Bill Baker, Darrell Miller,

Leo Pfendler, Craig Rawlings, Rich Lane &

Executive Administrator Karen Kovatch.

Open Meeting – 9:35 AM MDT, President

Norm Tyser presiding.

Previous Meeting Minutes – A motion was

made and seconded to approve of the previous

meeting minutes as they were printed in the

Spring 2008 IRA Newsletter.  Motion accepted.

Old Business – 

Effects of AWPA Roundwood Treating

Standards – There was continued discussion

regarding treated product inspections related

to the new standards for doweled roundwood

products. There have been several recent

inspections known to IRA Board members,

with some issues yet unresolved, but so far

information is limited.  Norm asked the Board

for direction and it was decided, without

dissension, that IRA board members will

continue to monitor the situation and possible

effects on IRA members.  The issue will be re-

visited at the Fall 2008 Board meeting after

more information is available

Communication with Montana State Forester

– Norm has committed to writing a letter to

Montana State Forester Bob Harrington

thanking him for his presentation at our 2008

Annual Meeting in Missoula.  Norm will

include information regarding IRA

membership and economic information

collected from our recent roundwood

producers business surveys.  State Forester

Harrington has been an advocate for

sustainable management of public and private

lands.

Newsletter – Increase of Board & Member

Input – Karen noted that Board members are

providing links to articles of interest to the

membership and asked that a written

summary be included. Craig agreed to write a

Director’s note for the next newsletter.  Karen

and Craig will discuss how to include in the

newsletters a possible “Craig’s List” that will

provide dates and other information regarding

meetings and seminars of possible interest to

IRA members. Leo committed to writing an

article for the next newsletter. 

Membership – Karen noted that we now have

64 paid members in IRA, with 4 new members

since the last report.  There was discussion

regarding approximately 10 past members

who have not yet paid 2008 dues with Karen

coordinating communication with those who

have not yet paid 2008 dues.

No Other Old Business discussed.

Treasurer’s Report – IRA Treasurer Leo

Pfendler reported that the current balance in

the IRA account was $9,562.51, with all bills for

the annual meeting and recent newsletter paid. 

There was discussion regarding setting up an

interest bearing account for a portion of the

current balance. Karen made a motion to put

$7,000 into a Vanguard Prime Money Market

Fund, which was seconded by Bill.  Motion

approved unanimously. Regarding future 

Minutes Continued on next page...
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...Minutes Continued

expenses, Karen noted that costs for the 2009

Annual Meeting are expected to be higher than

in 2008.  There was general agreement among

the Board that the Hilton Garden Inn facility

provided excellent service.  The Board decided

to hold the 2009 meeting there, with support

for Karen for negotiating prices as low as

possible.

New Business – 

Fall 2008 Board Meeting – The Fall IRA Board

meeting is scheduled for Friday, September

12th in Rapid City or Rockerville, South Dakota. 

Bill is hosting the meeting and will provide

more information in the coming months.

Annual Meeting – The 2009 Annual IRA

meeting is scheduled for Friday March 13th,

2009 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Missoula, MT. 

Norm noted that it is ‘unlucky to be

superstitious’. 

Adjourn – The quarterly board meeting of the

Intermountain Roundwood Association

adjourned at 10:30 am MDT.

-Rich Lane, Secretary

Newest  IRA Members

Visit the IRA website at

www.intermountainroundwood.org to check out

the webpages for each of our members

including new members:

Morgan Timber Products

Woodland Renovations, Inc.

Postyard Fire

According to the Clark Fork Chronicle a blaze

broke out at Big Sky Forest Products in St.

Regis, Montana on June 17th 2008 at around

1:30 am.  Manager, Steve Freeman  estimated

the damage at $750,000 adding that he wasn’t

sure how the fire started.  Freeman said that

one of the company’s two production lines was

completely destroyed, as the main warehouse

and peeling barn both burned. At the time of

the fire Big Sky employed 13 people.

“Production is completely shut down,”

Freeman said.  “It will probably be 10 days to

two weeks until we can start working on the

remaining line.  It took the high-end dollar

value away from our product. So now we’ll

just go back to making fence posts.”  No

injuries were reported in the blaze.�

 

 New Log Loader

Roundwood West Corporation (RWC) in Seeley

Lake, Montana is the proud owner of a Prentice 210

log loader.  The loader allows RWC to purchase

whips off of conventional trucks instead of relying

on self loading logging trucks to haul their wood.

This is just another example of a roundwood yard

upgrading and adapting to the changes in the

timber management industry.
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Thank You Letter
Here is the letter of gratitude IRA President Norm Tyser sent to Bob Harrington:

PRESIDENT Norm Tyser SECRETARY Rich Lane 

(307) 742-6992 (406) 721-2573 

Vice President Mike Sterling TREASURER Leo Pfendler

(208)722-6837 (406) 288-3817

Production, education and marketing of quality roundwood products

Bob Harrington, Montana State Forester

2705 Spurgin Road

Missoula, MT  59804

Dear Bob,

I am writing this letter to express my deep appreciation for your presentation at the 20th annual

meeting on the International Roundwood Association last March.  Please note that it is not the

customary practice of the organization to be so delinquent in thanking guest speakers.  The

delinquency occurred as a result of two contributing factors.  First is my inefficiency as the president. 

I indicated to the board that I felt this delinquency was, in fact, an impeachable offence.  They didn’t

bite.  

The second reason for the delinquency is of a much

more significant nature.  As you recall, your

presentation entitled “Forest Infrastructure in the Next

20 Years” dealt with the many aspects and components

needed in the future if our forests are to be managed in

a way to promote forest health.  The Intermountain

Roundwood Association has been conducting a survey

amongst its members to more accurately determine

what role we as Roundwood producers play in the

management of the forests, and more specifically what

the magnitude this industry has in terms of economics. 

We now have compiled enough data that we can

present to you and your office, what I believe you will

find to be interesting and enlightening, the significant

role this industry will play in the forest infrastructure

into the foreseeable future.

I am sure I am “preaching to the choir” in sharing with you the importance of managing Lodgepole

and Ponderosa Pine in all stages of its growth.  From pre-commercial thinning to commercialL

The industry’s number one

problem continues to be a lack of

supply.  Industry wide, we are

concerned about investing further

capital as we wonder if we will

have raw product.  We continually

are told by the loggers, sawmills,

foresters, and government officials

that there is no demand for small

diameter wood.
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thinning to treating stagnated stands, each step is essential if we hope to have healthy and thriving

forests.  It is primarily in the commercial thinning and the treatment of stagnated stands that the

Roundwood industry has evolved into a viable tool in the management of the forest.  The days of the

Roundwood industry being viewed as an industry of people “with a pickup truck and a chain saw”

and the valuable resource of Roundwood being viewed as “pecker poles” is as antiquated as the idea

the forest will thrive if we just leave it alone.

The Intermountain Roundwood Association currently has approximately 70 companies comprising

its membership.  57% of its membership is directly involved in the production and manufacture of

Roundwood products.  This 57 % has combined revenues of more than $ 74,000,000 annually.  In

keeping with statistical integrity, I will not speculate on the economic impact of the other 43% as it

relates to the Roundwood industry.  It would take people smarter than myself to factor in the

economic multipliers involved in the forest industry, but suffice it to say, the Roundwood industry is

an integral part in the management of the forests, as well as a significant factor in the economies of

the local communities in which they operate.

In summary, the question is; what to do with this nuisance industry?  How do we shake the

aforementioned perceptions?  The industry’s number one problem continues to be a lack of supply. 

Industry wide, we are concerned about investing further capital as we wonder if we will have raw

product.  We continually are told by the loggers, sawmills, foresters, and government officials that

there is no demand for small diameter wood.  This simply is not the truth.  In an age of insect infested

forests ripe for devastating fires how do we convey to those with the ability to remedy the supply

problem that there is a market for small diameter wood, and not only is there a market, but it is a

market that contributes greatly to the health of the forest?

Bob, once again, I want to thank you for taking the time from your busy schedule to talk to our

organization.  I know the Roundwood Association has a friend and a supporter in the person of Bob

Harrington.

Sincerely,

Norman L. Tyser, President

Intermountain Roundwood AssociationN

Save the Date!

IRA 21st Annual Meeting

March 13th 2009

Missoula, Montana
The Missoula Saws, Inc. crew at the IRA Annual

Meeting last March in Missoula, MT.

Photo by Karen Kovatch
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Racquel, Christian, Leo & Jeremy Pfendler with

their Alaska catch!

The Pfishing Pfendlers
By Leo Pfendler

Myself and my three children: Jeremy,

Christian, and Racquel have just had a

wonderful trip to Homer, Alaska in July

fishing for halibut and lingcod, and even some

black bass.  The top 3 weights for the halibut

were 181 lbs., 92 lbs., & 84 lbs.  The lingcod

weighed 35-50 lbs. each, with limits of

2/person/day, the same as the halibut.  We

could catch 5/person/day of the black bass but

we did not catch our limits on them. 

The weather in Alaska was rather cool, with

the highs in the mid-50 to low 60's with some

rain.   The water for 2 days of fishing was

really calm but on the 3rd day, there were 3

foot waves, and we still caught our limits!

The biggest concern on the trip was how to fit

12 fish boxes, ourselves, and our personal

luggage into the car for the trip from Homer

back to Anchorage where we would fly out.  It

was tight but we made it!!

The trip was just for Dad and the kids. A

special thanks to the wives for their

understanding and support for the trip! 

Without you, it would not have happened!

Roundwood Bridge Wins

Another Award

Despite fierce competition from 10 other very

good projects, the Rattlesnake Creek

Pedestrian Bridge has won the Association of

Conservation Engineers (ACE) 2008 Project

Award of Excellence.  ACE will present the

award to HDR Engineering in Springfield,

Missouri in October.  The roundwood bridge

was built with roundwood supplied by IRA

member,  Porterbilt Company.

Regarding Tree Stakes

Those of us that produce tree stakes are having

a tough time selling them for several reasons.  

First is the downturn in the housing market

because tree stakes are used for landscaping

and with little or no housing going on, there is

very little landscaping being done.  The other

reason is with 2x4's selling for $1.50, it is no

wonder some sawmills are making stud logs

into tree stakes.  They do not need to be dried

or planed, just cut in half, then run through a

molding attachment on a planer and there they

are--2" dowels that are 8' long.

In summary, the tree stake market will

continue to be soft to non-existent until we see

an upturn in the housing start and the price of

2x4 studs getting up to where it is no longer

economical to make good sawlogs into tree

stakes.  This has happened before and it will

get better again.   Meanwhile, the 8' tree stake

market for postyards is in a slump! 

By Director Leo Pfendler
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Johnson Systems Packaging & Repair
P.O. Box 1325 � Bozeman, MT 59715

1-800-326-3146 – (406) 586-3146
Fax (406) 587-8136

We encourage all Roundwood Association

members to try our products and service.  We

offer fine quality banding, strapping tools, seals

and strapping tool repair at reasonable prices. 

Osmose

Agri-Tool & Supply, LLC 

Larry Schmedding
Phone (509) 928-1872 (800) 321-5460

Call Larry for Alternative Morbark Parts
Peeler Heads, Hardened Feed Wheels, etc!

sales@agritoolsupply.com agritoolsupply.com

P.O. Box 612  � Greenacres, WA 99016

Your Business Directory Ad Here!

Contact Gary Marks

(406) 933-5981

or 

gary@marks-miller.com

Arch Wood Protection -Emailed NEW PDF!!!

Y o u r  S i n g l e  S o u r c e  S o l u t i o n

Brian C. Miller     Bus: (406) 721-2580  Fax: (406) 728-2557

Cell: (406) 370-2900   Email: brian@missoulasaws.com 
P.O. Box 16005 – 212 Commerce Street,  Missoula, MT  59808

Dowel mills, production post & pole machinery

ED SMITH
Sales Manager

1-877-449-3464

www.roundwoodsystems.com
Office Cell Fax

406-449-2213 406-431-5882 406-449-3465

“Making it Round”
Manufacturing state of the art rounding/doweling machines.

USA 4845 Wedgewood Ct.  Blaine WA 98230
Phone (360) 371-5491 Fax (360) 371-5732

Canada #14-2337 Townline Rd.  Abbotsford, BC V3T 6G1
Phone (604) 855-3873 Fax (604) 855-9623

Web: zedcoindustries.com   E-mail: info@zedcoindustries.com

Business Directory

Please support our sponsors!
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IRA Board of Directors
Norman Tyser, President (307) 742-6992 ntyser@wyoming.com

Mike Sterling, Vice President (208) 722-6837 mike@parmapostandpole.com

Rich Lane,  Secretary (406) 721-2573 rlane@naturalresourcesolutions.com

Leo Pfendler, Treasurer (406) 288-3817 drm3260@blackfoot.net

Darrell Miller (406) 933-5981 darrell@marks-miller.com

Bill Baker (605) 348-8338 NEW!! sawdust@orbitcom.biz

Craig Rawlings (406) 728-9234 crawlings@mtcdc.org

Newsletter, Classified Ads & IRA Website
Karen Kovatch, Editor (406) 677-2932 info@roundwoodassociation.org

Membership Information 

Thank you for inquiring about the Intermountain

Roundwood Association.

Our organization is a nonprofit corporation

representing the economic, educational, and

social interests of roundwood producers.  

Anyone engaged in or interested in the

harvesting, manufacturing, or marketing of small

roundwood and associated products is eligible

for membership in our organization.

Our association has been working for a consistent

and stable supply of raw materials; presenting a

united voice to government agencies and

congressional delegations on those issues facing

our association; working with government

agencies on hazardous waste disposal

alternatives; working to find State and Federal

loan opportunities for small businesses; locating

new out of region markets for members products;

providing information on State and Federal

Regulations; distributing a quarterly newsletter

with pertinent information; providing advice to

members in their dealings with governmental

regulatory and land management agencies; and

educating the public on the need to thin timber

stands to provide a healthy environment and

prevent stand-destroying fires.

Meetings

Members are encouraged to participate in the

quarterly director meetings throughout the

year as well as our annual meeting.  The board

conducts four meetings, usually two

teleconference meetings and two physical

meetings each year.  Members are welcome to

raise concerns and contact directors with

specific issues and any questions.

The next Board of Directors meeting will be in

South Dakota on September 12th 2008.  All

member are welcome and encouraged to

attend.  Contact meeting host Bill Baker for

more information.

Advertising
Business Directory Ads:

Contact Gary Marks (406) 933-5981 or

gary@marks-miller.com

IRA Website
Log on at:

www.intermountainroundwood.org

Email: info@roundwoodassociaion.org
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4Architectural & Structures
� Architectural Products
� Engineered Structures
� Gazebos & Kiosks
� Hand or Deck Railings
� Pole Barns
� Tipi Poles & Hogan Logs

Biomass
� Biomass
� Hogfuel
� Livestock Bedding

Fencing
� Corral Rails or Panels
� Doweled Rail Fencing
� Fence Posts
� Fence Rails
� Fencing Material
� Jack Leg Fencing

Gates
� Archways
� Gates

Government & Educational
� Educational
� Government
� Research

Hardware & Equipment
� Handling Equipment
� Hardware
� Manufacturing Equipment
� Shipping & Packaging
Materials

Highway Products
� Barn Poles
� Guardrail Posts

Jump Rails
� Horse Jump Rails

Landscape Products
� Landscape Products

Log Furniture & Log Home
Components
� Log Components
� Log Furniture

Poles & Stakes
� Building Poles
� Tree Stakes & Crop Poles
� Utility Poles

Professional Services
� Consulting
� Forestry
� Professional Services

Treating & Milling Services
� Custom Sawing &
Machining
� Treating Facility

Wood Protection
� Barrier Wrap
� Wood Preservatives

Wood, Lumber & Barkies
� Doweled Products
� Doweled Wood
� Hand-peeled Wood
� Lumber
� Machine-peeled Wood
� Treated Wood
� Unpeeled Wood
� White Wood

1

2
3

Name of Business or Organization: Contact person: � Mail me a receipt.

_____________________________________________ ___________________________

Official Use Only: 

Web �        List �

2008 IRA Membership Application Form
Please return this form and $100 payment to: 

Intermountain Roundwood Association

Leo Pfendler, Treasurer   P.O. Box 1275,  Seeley Lake, MT  59868

Additional contact and services information for receiving newsletter, your personal IRA web page

and the Membership phone and address lists:

� New member: Complete remainder of this form. � Current Member: Make changes as noted.

� Current Member:  No changes this year.  Stop here!  As tempting as it might be, do not check any more boxes!)

Address:__________________________  City: ____________________ State:________ Zip: ___________

Phone: (____)____________ Fax: _______________ Toll Free: [Optional] (____) ____________________

Email: ____________________________________ Website:______________________________________

DESCRIPTION OF COMPANY for your page on our website.

Email to info@roundwoodassociation.org or attach separate page.  Limited to 150 words.  Remember to

include one photo or logo image to accompany your business or organization description.  You may

email photo or logo also.

PRODUCT & MEMBER LOCATOR CATEGORIES

Please choose all products you sell and processes which apply to your operation.  This information

will be used in the Product/Member Locator feature on the website.  Call (406) 677-2300 or log on to

our website www.intermountainroundwood.org/printableProducts.jsp for product description definitions:
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INTERMOUNTAIN ROUNDWOOD ASSOCIATION
2008 Members

Agri-Tool & Supply, LLC

All American Timber Co.

Allweather Wood Inc.

Alpine Products of Condon

Arch Wood Protection

Arch Wood Protection, Inc.

Ayres & Baker Post & Pole, Inc.

Baker Timber Products, Inc.

Bill Grasser

BJ Consulting

Boese's Wood Fence Supplies

Bouma Post Yards

Camas Creek Enterprises, Inc.

Coos Head Forest Products

Forest Concepts, LLC

Forest Fuels Solutions

Forest Products Distributors, Inc.

Gebhardt Post Plant & Sawmill

H & H Pole

Hahn Machinery, Inc.

Hamilton Hinge Company

Hills Products Group

Hunt's Timbers, Inc.

ISK Biocides, Inc.

Jasper Enterprises, Inc.

John Jump Trucking, Inc.

Lodgepole Products Company

Luck-E-G of Montana, Inc.

Marks-Miller Post & Pole, Inc.

Missoula Saws, Inc.

Montana Manufacturing

Montana Tool Company

Montana Wood Products Association

Morgan Timber Products

Myrstol Post & Pole Company

North Idaho Post & Pole

North Pacific Group

Osmose, Inc.

Pacific Western Lumber, Inc.

Panhandle Forest Products

Parma Post & Pole Inc.

Pfendler Post & Pole, Inc.

Pickaroon Timber Products, Inc.

Pineda Post & Poles, Inc.

Porterbilt Company, Inc.

Postsaver USA

Protective Packaging Ltd

Ranch Creek, Ltd.

Ranch Service & Supply Company

Rocks & Pines Forest Products

Round-Wood Systems

Roundwood West Corporation

Ruby Valley Pressure Treating

Small Diameter Log Co. Inc.

Smurfit-Stone Container

Stephen T. Smith Consulting

Sullivan & Mann Lumber Co., Inc.

T & C Fencing, Inc.

Thunderbolt Wood Treating

Timber Products Inspection

TimberBuySell.com

Tricon Timber, LLC

United Wood Products, Inc.

USFS, Seeley Lake Ranger District

Viance, LLC

Western Wood Preservers Institute

Wheeler Lumber, LLC

Woodland Renovation, Inc.

Woody Biomass Utilization Partnership

Zedco Industries


