
IRA Board of Directors, spouses and guests at

Roughneck Falls in the Black Hills.  The new

observation decks, railing and pathway

reconstruction project featured roundwood products

from Hills Products Group, Wheeler Lumber and

Baker Timber Products. -Karen Kovatch

NEWSLETTER
Fall 2008
Production, education and marketing of quality roundwood products

President’s Message
Sometimes it is difficult to know just where to

start.  Other times it is difficult to know when

to stop.  To those of you who read these

messages you know that the latter is usually

the problem I have.  That should not be a

problem this time because I am really confused

(more so than normal) as to the state of the

country and more specifically, how it relates to

the Roundwood industry.

First; I am confident that every individual in

the Roundwood Association is delighted that

the election is over.  Too long, too loud, too

negative, too redundant, and too many

“experts” with opinions on what the

candidates are doing wrong.  Lest you fear that

there won’t be any news with the election over;

take heart, I am already hearing predictions for

what will happen in 2010 and 2012.

I’m sure everyone is in the same quandary

concerning the economy.  Do we take hope in

the fact that for the most part we are in a part

of the country that continues to thrive, or do

we succumb to the negative press with its

predictions of doom and gloom?  There is no

question that these times dictate prudence (I

think I used to date her) and diligence in the

management and oversight of our businesses.

I would encourage everyone who has not

experienced these times of economic

uncertainty, to take heart.  There are still some

of us around who went through the late 70s

and early 80s with runaway inflation and

crippling interest rates brought about by

similar circumstances that we are now facing. 

The strong become stronger, the weak…I’ll

leave that to your imagination.

The winter Board meeting takes place in

December.  If you have any items of concern,

please contact a Board member or feel free to

join us on our conference call.  I’m sure the

bulk of the meeting will be spent trying to

determine how much funding we, as the

Roundwood industry, will request from the

Feds as part of our bailout package.  Forgive

me I misspoke, not our bailout package, our

rescue package.

Keep the faith, work hard, work smart, and

have a wonderful holiday season.

–Norman Tyser, President

          
          South 
       Dakota

      in 
  September



  Minutes
IRA Board Meeting

September 12, 2008

President, Norm Tyser, opened the meeting at

9:10 am.  Those present agreed not to discuss

pricing structures.

Attendees:  Board Members - Norm Tyser, Mike

Sterling, Leo Pfendler, Darrell Miller, Bill Baker

and Craig Rawlings.  Non-Board - Jody Parker,

Kal Kovatch, Karen Kovatch, Steve Tyser,

Mindy Tyser, Jeff Parrett.

Norm welcomed all the attendees, those on the

board and those visiting, all attendance is

appreciated.  Norm also gave a heart-felt thank

you to Bill Baker and Jody Parker for hosting

the meeting.

The minutes were reviewed from the previous

meeting followed by a motion from Karen and

second by Leo to approve those minutes as they

appeared in the newsletter.  Minutes approved.

Old Business

Effects of AWPA new standards: The effects of

the AWPA new standards were discussed and

continue to be monitored.

Newsletter:  Currently, Karen will include the

President’s message, the board minutes, and the

Director’s note in the next newsletter. 

Membership numbers will be included once

again.  Karen sent out several e-mail dues

notice.  She discussed electronic notices for

second dues notices to save on paper and

postage.  Additional newsletter items will be

discussed during the meeting and it will be re-

visited near the end of the agenda.

Vanguard Prime Money Market Fund:  Karen

brought the paperwork that requires two

signers from the IRA along with a medallion

signature from a bank official.  Leo and Craig

agreed to sign on the account and complete the

paperwork with Karen following the meeting. 

Other old business: Bill acquired the 

completed surveys from IRA members, which

he compiled and presented.  A discussion of

the handout followed and Bill agreed to

summarize the results to be placed in

newsletter.  (See page 6.) Norm explained he

took the total revenue dollars from these

surveys and added a conservative number

based on the percentage of unreturned

surveys.  He gave Bob Harrington the number

of $74 million in projected revenue for post and

pole producers.  

Treasurer’s Report: The current balance is

$10,103.86 as reported by Leo.

New Business

Annual Meeting:  Karen indicated the hotel

provides pens and notepads so IRA will save

its cost there.  The new director will be

nominated in the morning, with a vote to

follow discussion and the outcome to be

announced as the meeting is adjourned.  Some

potential speakers were talked about like Tom

Troxel and Ann George.  Presentations on

industry products like poly fabric strapping,

chemicals and equipment are other areas of

interest to those attending.  Darrell was asked

to present his 10 Steps to Building a Successful

Business.  Bill and Leo suggested tips for

efficiency or tricks of the trade.  Steve

mentioned the commodore he noticed at the

last meeting and said it would be fun to hear L
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Save the Date!
5th Annual IRA Social March 12th 2009

21st Annual IRA Meeting March 13th 2009

Watch for more information in the next

newsletter and in your registration packet.

Minutes Continued...

about some of the worst days shared by some or

all.  Karen indicated all plants could benefit

from a fire safety segment.  Other topics like a

keynote speaker, legislative issues, and early

detection of changes coming down the road

were mentioned.  Other ideas should be given

to Karen or Norm.

Other issues: Montana is providing the Capital

Christmas Tree this year along with 70 smaller

companion trees.  This would be an opportunity

to donate a tree.  The Forestry Mini-College will

be held Oct. 4.  The Ernie Hunt service were

being held at his yard.  Karen will put a

sympathy note in the newsletter.  

The IRA Board will have a teleconference on

Wednesday, December 3 at 9:00 am.  

Adjourn:  Darrell moved to adjourn the meeting

at 10:45 am with a second from Craig.  

The meeting was adjourned.

-Mindy Tyser of Lodgepole Products Company

New IRA Contacts

Ron Andriolo is the new Production and

Marketing Manager at Round Wood Systems.

He can be reached at (406)449-3464 or email

randriolo@mthyd.com.

Barry Haugen is the new contact for Arch Wood

Protection.  He can be reached at (971) 275-4892

or email bdhaugen@archcemicals.com.

? ? ? ? ?

New Director Note

I’m honored by the IRA membership’s

vote—humbled, too, since I’m one of the few

board members who doesn’t own a post and

pole yard. 

However, I pledge to use my “outsider” status

to good effect. By that I mean that I’ll try to

bring a slightly different (and hopefully

valuable) skill set to the issues before us. 

For instance, my marketing

background came in handy

when we all chipped in to

create the IRA website. And in

the near future, I believe we can

also use online marketing to

bolster our organization’s

membership. 

Also, my day job is finding uses for smallwood

in Montana, and in that capacity I’ll do my best

to plug IRA into the wide network of wood

products organizations I meet in the course of

each year.

I should add that I see my role not as a leader,

but as a catalyst. That’s because IRA members

already possess a truly impressive amount of

talent and experience. I look forward to

leveraging those qualities to create a stronger

and larger IRA in the coming years.

-Craig Rawlings, Director
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È In Sympathy È
Several members of the IRA including former

Board members Dave Guelff and Gary Marks

attended funeral services for Ernest E. "Ernie"

Hunt on September 12th 2008 at Hunt’s Timbers

Sawmill in St Ignatius, MT.  

Ernie, 85, passed away September 4, 2008. 

Ernie was born in Missoula, MT on July 11,

1923 and was raised in Piltzville and attended

grade School in Bonner.  Ernie was a product

of the school of Hard Knocks. He dropped out

of Hellgate High school in the 9th grade, after

getting in a fight because someone insulted his

bib overalls he was wearing.  From then he

worked at various farms around the area.

At the age of 16 he started work at the Bonner

Mill were his father was employed.

His first marriage to Hilda (Blondie) Henke

was at a young age and he was the proud

father of two daughters, Charlotte (Hunt)

Myles-Peterson and Sandra (Hunt) Opp.

Ernie then went to work for the Anaconda Co.

Smelter a short time before being inducted into

the US Army 8th Calvary Division from 1944

to 1946 where he saw action in the Pacific

Theater.

Ernie then returned from the Service and

worked with his cousin Guy Keirnes up

Willow Creek Sawmill, also logging up

Boulder Creek, Sunrise Mountain out of Hall. 

In 1958-59 Ernie worked on Building Flint

Creek Lumber at Hall.  During this time he had

a second marriage and was honored to help

raise two stepsons, Richard and Larry

Seamann, he was proud to have these boys in

his life.

In 1960-61 he met and married his present

wife, Jacqueline (Molnaa) Hunt.  Life began

again with a new family of three children:

Robert, Julie and Russell.  Flint Creek Lumber

Sawmill was very successful, until a fire

caused him to sell out and purchase Rose

Mountain Ranch up Dunkelberg Creek, seven

miles east of Hall where he stayed until 1973,

when an injury caused him to sell and buy a

smaller ranch at St. Ignatius.  He was going to

retire, but that didn’t last long; he got bored

and thought his family needed jobs close to

home and he found it very difficult to buy just

a few boards to repair corrals and etc., around

his farm.  So along with his wife and children,

he started building another sawmill. "Sawdust

was just in his blood."  He always said he was

born in a sawdust pile.

Hunt’s Timbers Sawmill opened it’s doors in

1980, where Ernie spent most of his time.  His

lumber and specialty timbers have been

shipped to many places in the US.  It wasn’t

uncommon for people to know of St. Ignatius,

just because they had lumber shipped to them

from Hunt’s Mill.  It was unbelievable to him

how much the mill had grown in the last 28

years 

He loved working with his family and very

much enjoyed visiting with his customers. 

He was one who did not like technology, but

believed in work and would often wonder why

his boys would like to go hunting and fishing

all the while knowing that it was he who

cultivated this habit. 

Ernie lived life to the fullest whether it be work

or play. Ernie was patient, sentimental,

Continued next page...
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Entrance to Baker Timber Products. 

Photo by Craig Rawlings 

...Continued

experienced and had wisdom and passed it on

to all he knew. We have all lost our

"Encyclopedia to Life" 

He will be truly missed by all his family,

friends and lumber customers.

He is survived by his beloved wife of 47 years

Jackie (Molnaa) Hunt: children, Sherry (Hunt)

Peterson, Sandra (Hunt) Opp, Richard

Seemann, Larry Seemann, Robert Hunt, Julie

(Hunt) Kuefler, Russell Hunt; and numerous

grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces,

nephews and cousins. Ernie was preceded in

death by his parents Olive and Emmett Hunt,

sisters Edith Sasse, and Olive Casteel and a

brother Walter Hunt. 

Ernie was buried in the Pleasant View

Cemetery in St. Ignatius where military honors

were presented by the Mission Valley Honor

Guard. 

The family suggests that memorials be made to

Pine Haven Children’s Ranch St. Ignatius

59865.

Our sympathy to the Hunt family.  They

produce peeled posts at the mill too and often

times the reader board at the yard says. “LLP

Whips Wanted!” É

Luck-E-G Grinding

According to an article in TimberLine Luck-E-G

of Montana, Inc. in Libby, MT is using a

DuraTech 2009 tub grinder on their firewood

material from post processing as well as

providing grinding services for other logging

projects.  The grinder was purchased by the

Kootenai River Development Council.

Blackfoot Clearwater

Stewardship Project

A community meeting was recently held in

Seeley Lake, MT to unveil the results of three

years work on a proposal from multiple

groups, government and organizations called

the Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship Project

(BCSP).  

The BCSP requests federal money for

stewardship projects on Seeley Lake Ranger

District, partial funding for cogeneration plant

at Pyramid Mountain Lumber and the formal

conversion of 87,000 acres of land to

wilderness.  Ranger, Tim Love currently has

stewardship authority but lacks the $7.5

million needed to perform the contracts. 

Included in these proposed contracts would be

the removal of small diameter trees.  Visit

http://www.crcmt.org/ for more details.  

IRA member Kal Kovatch attended the BCSP

meeting however IRA Director Craig Rawlings

missed the meeting as he discovered his truck

wearing an orange boot when he left work. 

Fortunately, Craig himself was not arrested. 

There will be a donation can at the annual

meeting for unpaid parking tickets.N
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Texas isn't the only place were things are bigger, the barbeque at Baker Timber Products is something to

behold.  Notice the twin stacks and the nice rail fence in the background! Photo by Karen Kovatch

IRA Survey Summary
We would like to thank all members who

responded to our survey; it should be a useful

tool in showing governmental organizations

and industry organizations the impact the

roundwood association has on economics and

what a useful tool we could be for improving

forest health in the intermountain area.

After reviewing the results we had about half

of the members who produce roundwood

respond to the survey, of those we had

businesses that were established as long ago as

1936 and as recently as 2005.  The survey totals

also showed that we employed approximately

500 people in 2007 and that employers expect

about the same number in 2008.

The results also indicated that there were about

the same number of peelers as dowelers with

13 dowelers and 14 peelers, and those

machines were supplied by a total of 380,000

tons of raw material.  The majority of this

material came from private sources however a

significant amount came from both state and

federal lands. Of the businesses responding, 3

thought that raw material was harder to get

than in previous years where as 6 thought it

was easier and 5 thought it was about the

same.  Also 4 businesses actually ran out of

material in 2007.

The IRA membership survey had total sales of

about $32,400,000.00 in 2007 and most thought

that number would increase in 2008.  Our

membership also shipped material to nearly all

of the states and 5 shipped products out of the

United States.  There was no clear-cut primary

customer with wholesalers, retailers, treaters,

and the public all being sold to by IRA

members.

To summarize, because we had about half of

the members who produce roundwood

respond, one could roughly double the

numbers from the survey to give you a basic

idea of the impact IRA members have in the

intermountain area.

Again thanks to all of you for being members

of IRA, collectively we can make a difference.

-Bill Baker, Director
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Johnson Systems Packaging & Repair
P.O. Box 1325 � Bozeman, MT 59715

1-800-326-3146 – (406) 586-3146
Fax (406) 587-8136

We encourage all Roundwood Association

members to try our products and service.  We

offer fine quality banding, strapping tools, seals

and strapping tool repair at reasonable prices. 

Osmose

Agri-Tool & Supply, LLC 

Larry Schmedding
Phone (509) 928-1872 (800) 321-5460

Call Larry for Alternative Morbark Parts
Peeler Heads, Hardened Feed Wheels, etc!

sales@agritoolsupply.com agritoolsupply.com

P.O. Box 612  � Greenacres, WA 99016

Your Business Directory Ad Here!

Contact Gary Marks

(406) 933-5981

or 

gary@marks-miller.com

Arch Wood Protection -NEW Contact!!!

Y o u r  S i n g l e  S o u r c e  S o l u t i o n

Brian C. Miller     Bus: (406) 721-2580  Fax: (406) 728-2557

Cell: (406) 370-2900   Email: brian@missoulasaws.com 
P.O. Box 16005 – 212 Commerce Street,  Missoula, MT  59808

Dowel mills, production post & pole machinery

RON ANDRIOLO
Sales Manager

1-877-449-3464

www.roundwoodsystems.com
Office Cell Fax

406-449-3464 406-202-1882 406-449-3465

“Making it Round”
Manufacturing state of the art rounding/doweling machines.

USA 4845 Wedgewood Ct.  Blaine WA 98230
Phone (360) 371-5491 Fax (360) 371-5732

Canada #14-2337 Townline Rd.  Abbotsford, BC V3T 6G1
Phone (604) 855-3873 Fax (604) 855-9623

Web: zedcoindustries.com   E-mail: info@zedcoindustries.com

Business Directory

Please support our sponsors!
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IRA Board of Directors
Norman Tyser, President (307) 742-6992 ntyser@wyoming.com

Mike Sterling, Vice President (208) 722-6837 mike@parmapostandpole.com

Rich Lane,  Secretary (406) 721-2573 rlane@naturalresourcesolutions.com

Leo Pfendler, Treasurer (406) 288-3817 drm3260@blackfoot.net

Darrell Miller (406) 933-5981 darrell@marks-miller.com

Bill Baker (605) 348-8338 sawdust@orbitcom.biz

Craig Rawlings (406) 728-9234 crawlings@mtcdc.org

Newsletter, Classified Ads & IRA Website
Karen Kovatch, Editor (406) 677-2932 info@roundwoodassociation.org

Membership Information 

Thank you for inquiring about the Intermountain

Roundwood Association.

Our organization is a nonprofit corporation

representing the economic, educational, and

social interests of roundwood producers.  

Anyone engaged in or interested in the

harvesting, manufacturing, or marketing of small

roundwood and associated products is eligible

for membership in our organization.

Our association has been working for a consistent

and stable supply of raw materials; presenting a

united voice to government agencies and

congressional delegations on those issues facing

our association; working with government

agencies on hazardous waste disposal

alternatives; working to find State and Federal

loan opportunities for small businesses; locating

new out of region markets for members products;

providing information on State and Federal

Regulations; distributing a quarterly newsletter

with pertinent information; providing advice to

members in their dealings with governmental

regulatory and land management agencies; and

educating the public on the need to thin timber

stands to provide a healthy environment and

prevent stand-destroying fires.

Meetings

Members are encouraged to participate in the

quarterly director meetings throughout the

year as well as our annual meeting.  The board

conducts four meetings, usually two

teleconference meetings and two physical

meetings each year.  Members are welcome to

raise concerns and contact directors with

specific issues and any questions.

The next Board of Directors meeting will be a

teleconference call on Wednesday, December

3rd 2008 at 9:00AM MST.  All members are

welcome and encouraged to participate. 

Contact IRA President, Norm Tyser for more

information.

Advertising
Business Directory Ads:

Contact Gary Marks (406) 933-5981 or

gary@marks-miller.com

IRA Website
Log on at:

www.intermountainroundwood.org

Email: info@roundwoodassociaion.org
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4Architectural & Structures
� Architectural Products
� Engineered Structures
� Gazebos & Kiosks
� Hand or Deck Railings
� Pole Barns
� Tipi Poles & Hogan Logs

Biomass
� Biomass
� Hogfuel
� Livestock Bedding

Fencing
� Corral Rails or Panels
� Doweled Rail Fencing
� Fence Posts
� Fence Rails
� Fencing Material
� Jack Leg Fencing

Gates
� Archways
� Gates

Government & Educational
� Educational
� Government
� Research

Hardware & Equipment
� Handling Equipment
� Hardware
� Manufacturing Equipment
� Shipping & Packaging
Materials

Highway Products
� Barn Poles
� Guardrail Posts

Jump Rails
� Horse Jump Rails

Landscape Products
� Landscape Products

Log Furniture & Log Home
Components
� Log Components
� Log Furniture

Poles & Stakes
� Building Poles
� Tree Stakes & Crop Poles
� Utility Poles

Professional Services
� Consulting
� Forestry
� Professional Services

Treating & Milling Services
� Custom Sawing &
Machining
� Treating Facility

Wood Protection
� Barrier Wrap
� Wood Preservatives

Wood, Lumber & Barkies
� Doweled Products
� Doweled Wood
� Hand-peeled Wood
� Lumber
� Machine-peeled Wood
� Treated Wood
� Unpeeled Wood
� White Wood

1

2
3

Name of Business or Organization: Contact person: � Mail me a receipt.

_____________________________________________ ___________________________

Official Use Only: 

Web �        List �

2008 IRA Membership Application Form
Please return this form and $100 payment to: 

Intermountain Roundwood Association

Leo Pfendler, Treasurer   P.O. Box 1275,  Seeley Lake, MT  59868

Additional contact and services information for receiving newsletter, your personal IRA web page

and the Membership phone and address lists:

� New member: Complete remainder of this form. � Current Member: Make changes as noted.

� Current Member:  No changes this year.  Stop here!  As tempting as it might be, do not check any more boxes!)

Address:__________________________  City: ____________________ State:________ Zip: ___________

Phone: (____)____________ Fax: _______________ Toll Free: [Optional] (____) ____________________

Email: ____________________________________ Website:______________________________________

DESCRIPTION OF COMPANY for your page on our website.

Email to info@roundwoodassociation.org or attach separate page.  Limited to 150 words.  Remember to

include one photo or logo image to accompany your business or organization description.  You may

email photo or logo also.

PRODUCT & MEMBER LOCATOR CATEGORIES

Please choose all products you sell and processes which apply to your operation.  This information

will be used in the Product/Member Locator feature on the website.  Call (406) 677-2300 or log on to

our website www.intermountainroundwood.org/printableProducts.jsp for product description definitions:
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INTERMOUNTAIN ROUNDWOOD ASSOCIATION
2008 Members

Agri-Tool & Supply, LLC

All American Timber Co.

Allweather Wood Inc.

Alpine Products of Condon

Arch Wood Protection

Arch Wood Protection, Inc.

Ayres & Baker Post & Pole, Inc.

Baker Timber Products, Inc.

Bill Grasser

BJ Consulting

Boese's Wood Fence Supplies

Bouma Post Yards

Camas Creek Enterprises, Inc.

Coos Head Forest Products

Forest Concepts, LLC

Forest Fuels Solutions

Forest Products Distributors, Inc.

Gebhardt Post Plant & Sawmill

H & H Pole

Hahn Machinery, Inc.

Hamilton Hinge Company

Hills Products Group

Hunt's Timbers, Inc.

ISK Biocides, Inc.

Jasper Enterprises, Inc.

John Jump Trucking, Inc.

Lodgepole Products Company

Luck-E-G of Montana, Inc.

Marks-Miller Post & Pole, Inc.

Missoula Saws, Inc.

Montana Manufacturing

Montana Tool Company

Montana Wood Products Association

Morgan Timber Products

Myrstol Post & Pole Company

North Idaho Post & Pole

North Pacific Group

Osmose, Inc.

Pacific Western Lumber, Inc.

Panhandle Forest Products

Parma Post & Pole Inc.

Pfendler Post & Pole, Inc.

Pickaroon Timber Products, Inc.

Pineda Post & Poles, Inc.

Porterbilt Company, Inc.

Postsaver USA

Protective Packaging Ltd

Ranch Creek, Ltd.

Ranch Service & Supply Company

Rocks & Pines Forest Products

Round Wood Systems

Roundwood West Corporation

Ruby Valley Pressure Treating

Small Diameter Log Co. Inc.

Smurfit-Stone Container

Stephen T. Smith Consulting

Sullivan & Mann Lumber Co., Inc.

T & C Fencing, Inc.

Thunderbolt Wood Treating

Timber Products Inspection

TimberBuySell.com

Tricon Timber, LLC

United Wood Products, Inc.

USFS, Seeley Lake Ranger District

Viance, LLC

Western Wood Preservers Institute

Wheeler Lumber, LLC

Woodland Renovation, Inc.

Woody Biomass Utilization Partnership

Zedco Industries


