
NEWSLETTER
Summer 2017
Production, education and marketing of quality roundwood products

  President’s Message

Earthquakes, fires, and droughts, oh my!

July 6, 2017 is a day Western Montana won't soon
forget!  Up until that night I had never experienced
an earthquake.  I could actually hear a distant
rumble prior to the violent shaking that
commenced.  I have to admit it was exciting and
even a bit frightening as well.  Karen says I shake
the house when I snore, but I don't think it
compares to a 5.8 magnitude quake shaking our
house!

Bouma Post Yard in Lincoln, MT is located only a
few miles from the center of that quake, but
what's really shaking at their yard is the addition of
a second treating tube.  Congratulations to them
on continually adapting and improving, and as
Louie mentioned "having to work a few less
weekends."

In the past month I have visited with several IRA
members trying to get a perspective on what I
would call a less than normal year selling
roundwood.  Traditionally it is not difficult to sell
our products or adapt our production to supply
other markets to pick up the slack.

In Montana alone we have experienced a 71%
decrease in farm earnings from 2015-2016!  By the
fall of 2016, cattle and wheat were worth half what
they were in 2014!  Not to mention the oil boom
has become basically sedated.  So far in 2017
drought and wildfires seem to be adding to the
struggles.  The trickle down effect...means farmers,
ranchers, and oil companies have less money for
improvements i.e. roundwood products.

So, how do we stay on the yellow brick road with
all these flying monkeys and witches around?  Stay
involved with the IRA!  Embrace its members, talk
to one another, compare market observations,
discus difficulties and successes and obtain a
general feel for the industry so you can adapt.  Be
sure to attend the 30th annual meeting in March. 
You may discover all you have to do is tap your
heels three times!

–Kalvin Kovatch, President
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Thanks to 
Marks-Miller Post & Pole 

for supporting the 
Intermountain Roundwood Association!

  Minutes

Meeting called to order around 9:04.
Roll Call – In attendance were directors Kal
Kovatch, Rock Reman, Clint Weis, Dallin Brooks,
Ronda Taggart, Willow Wehr and Executive
Administrator Karen Kovatch.

Motion to approve minutes from 4/4/2017 phone
conference. 1st – Caleb 2nd – Clint. Minutes need to
be a paragraph form.

We went over the treasurer’s report.  New
members include JH Baxter who has been a
member in the past.  Please send members list to
Kal.

Only had a few newsletters returned and a few
people have not received it yet. 

Dallin brought up contacting Peter Rappold as a
speaker from University of Arizona.  Terry Claver
would love be a speaker at the 30th anniversary get
together.  Jeff Wimer could also be a speaker on
the durability of round wood from Oregon state
University – Go Beavers!

Talked about giving etched glasses for the 30th

anniversary meeting gift. Decided on a pint glass
because they are stackable and have more uses
than a tall beer glass.  IRA Bucks (trademark
pending) were discussed and we plan to draw for
multiple $100.00 prizes because it makes everyone
feel like they could win.

Socials ideas were discussed like food, Rock’s
scavenger hunt, dinner plans, etc.
Heavy hors d'oeuvre would be served with drinks
and with the Vendors set up for the membership.
It would create comradery amongst the group. 

Kal is arranging a tour of Diversified Plastics.

Caleb will host the fall board meeting get together
at a cabin at Helmville.  We will check out a logging
site and there are accommodations if people want
to stay.  Kal said he would sleep in a tent and bring
bear spray. The date is set for Monday, Sept 25th.
 
Discussed holding a vendor drive for the 30th

anniversary.  (Including, Hamilton Hinge, Agritool,
Missoula Saws, Arch, Lonza, etc.) and create a slide
show for the vendors that are involved with the
30th anniversary. 

Update industrial research for website. Use round
wood studies supplied by Dallin. 

December meeting will be Tuesday December 12th.

Talked about the next newsletter include more op-
ed pieces including Dallin’s daughter’s bear and
Bouma’s new tube.

Meeting called to an end.

Ajourned by Rock – Seconded by everyone. 

-Clint Weis, Secretary
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Dallin and his 13 year old daughter Eliza with the
black bear she shot with a .243 at 100 yards in
Vanderhoof BC.  The only rule Dallin has is she has
to hang it on the wall of her dorm, so the boys
know not to mess with her.

New Director Note

Dallin Brooks is responsible for managing the
legislative, regulatory, and market outreach
programs for the preserved wood industry
through, the nonprofit trade association, the
Western Wood Preservers Institute (WWPI).  Dallin
also coordinates research with other associations
and universities on the environmental
performance of treated wood and substitute
products.  Dallin does extensive work with
preserved wood markets and deals with ports,
utilities, railways, agricultural producers, and
builders.  Dallin is also involved in fire-retardant
treated wood and building codes.

Prior to joining WWPI, Dallin worked in various
management capacities for several forest, primary
and secondary wood manufacturing companies,
along with several forestry research organizations
that included Canada's FPInnovations, one of the
world’s largest private, not-for-profit forest
research centers.

Dallin has two interesting talents that have
continued to serve him through his career.  He was
raised on a hunting and fishing resort in BC,
Canada and continues to guide moose hunters
each year with his brothers.  He also climbs
mountains, where he can hike through the trees
and then look down on the forests, the tallest so

far is Mount Rainier at 14,400 ft.  These
experiences have given him a strong appreciation
of sustainability both of the forests and its
inhabitants. 

He has conducted extensive research and written
several technical papers on thermal modification
of wood, and pressure treated lumber along with
doing surveys and research on contractors,
consumer and builders’ preferences for wood
products.

Dallin graduated from the University of British
Columbia with a Bachelor of Science in Wood
Products Processing and a Master of Science in
Forests and Society focusing on wood preservation
as a value-added commodity that sustains rural
communities.

Lincoln, MT Wildfire

From the Federal Forest Resource Coalition on
August 7th.  “A little light reading? Here's all 2,600+
plus pages of NEPA and supporting documents for
the Stonewall thinning project on the Helena
National Forest.  Six and a half years to produce
this nearly 13 lb. stack of paperwork, another year
of litigation. And now, after an injunction, the
project area is on fire. Over 9,000 acres burned,
with a suppression cost of over $8.9 million!” 
Ridiculous!
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IRA Door Prizes

IRA member are always generous in providing door
prizes during the IRA Annual meetings.  On
occasion Missoula Saws has donated saw blades
made by Renos Wilderness Art in Sagle, ID.  At the
2017 meeting they took it up a notch by adding in
jackleg fence and the IRA logo to this work of art
which are cut out by hand.

In 2018 the IRA will be giving away several $100
IRA Bucks© at the 30th Annual meeting as the large
door prize.  This prize will be payable to the IRA
member of the winners choice.  Meeting
participants could finish out an order by buying
wood from another yard, pick up supplies or
equipment from a vendor or obtain services from
any professional service member!  Make sure you
are a paid IRA member so the winner can use the
IRA Bucks© at your business or organization.

Meeting Tour

The IRA has scheduled a tour at Diversified Plastics
near the Hilton Garden Inn in Missoula, MT during
the 30th Annual Meeting.  We all know how some
plastic can quiet a waste chain or enhance how
chips exit machines.  According to their website

http://www.diversifiedplastics.net they provide
custom plastic components throughout the U.S.
and abroad for the forest industry. Their parts fit a
variety of applications from OEMs to end users,
from sorter system parts to urethane rolls to a
variety of sprockets and gears.  It should be an
informative tour that may make your
manufacturing more efficient.
  

Stork Report

Marks-Miller Post and Pole recently added a new
loader operator!  Congratulations to grandparents
Debbie and Gary Marks and parents Clint and
Krista Weis.

Sylvie Mae Weis
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Agri-Tool & Supply, LLC
Larry Schmedding

Phone  (509) 928-1872   (800) 321-5460
Call Larry for Alternative Morbark Parts

Peeler Heads, Hardened Feed Wheels, etc!
sales@agritoolsupply.com agritoolsupply.com

PO Box 612 Greenacres, WA 99016

Y o u r  S i n g l e  S o u r c e  S o l u t i o n

Brian C. Miller     Bus: (406) 721-2580  Fax: (406) 728-2557
Cell: (406) 370-2900   Email: brian@missoulasaws.com 

P.O. Box 16005 – 212 Commerce Street,  Missoula, MT  59808

“Making it Round”

Manufacturing state of the art rounding/doweling

machines.

 #14-2337 Townline Rd.  Abbotsford, BC V2T 6G1

Phone (604) 855-3883   Fax (604) 855-9623

Business Directory
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IRA Board of Directors

Kalvin Kovatch, President (406) 677-2932 kalkovatch@gmail.com
Rock Reman, Vice President (605) 269-2233 rockr@hillspg.com
Clint Weis, Secretary (406) 933-5981 clint@marks-miller.com
Ronda Taggart, Treasurer (406) 363-1456 ronda@porterbiltlog.com
Caleb Gardner (406) 204-0065 cgardner@mthyd.com
Willow Wehr (406) 544-5255 wrwehr@gmail.com
Dallin Brooks (360) 823-3898 dallin@preservedwood.org

Newsletter, Advertisements  & IRA Website

Karen Kovatch, Editor (406) 677-2932 info@roundwoodassociation.org

Membership Information
Meetings

Members are encouraged to participate in the
quarterly director meetings throughout the year as
well as our annual meeting scheduled for March
16th 2018.  The next Board meeting is Monday,
September 25th 2017 in Helmville, MT.  The board
conducts four meetings, usually two
teleconference meetings and two physical
meetings each year.  Members are welcome to
raise concerns and contact directors with specific
issues and any questions.  All members are
welcome and encouraged to participate.  Contact
President, Kalvin Kovatch for more information.

Advertising
Business Directory Ads:
Contact Karen Kovatch (406) 677-2932 or
info@roundwoodassociation.org

IRA Websites
Log on at:
www.intermountainroundwood.org
www.facebook.com/RoundwoodAssociation
Email: info@roundwoodassociation.org

New Members

Our organization is a nonprofit corporation
representing the economic, educational, and social
interests of roundwood producers.   Anyone
engaged in or interested in the harvesting,
manufacturing, or marketing of small roundwood
and associated products is eligible for membership
in our organization.

Our association has been working for a consistent
and stable supply of raw materials; presenting a
united voice to government agencies and
congressional delegations on those issues facing
our association; working with government agencies
on hazardous waste disposal alternatives; working
to find State and Federal loan opportunities for
small businesses; locating new out of region
markets for members products; providing
information on State and Federal Regulations;
distributing a quarterly newsletter with pertinent
information; providing advice to members in their
dealings with governmental regulatory and land
management agencies; and educating the public
on the need to thin timber stands to provide a
healthy environment and prevent stand-destroying
fires.
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1

4
Architectural & Structures
� Architectural Products
� Engineered Structures
� Gazebos & Kiosks
� Hand or Deck Railings
� Pole Barns
� Tipi Poles & Hogan Logs

Biomass
� Biomass
� Hogfuel
� Livestock Bedding

Fencing
� Corral Rails or Panels
� Doweled Rail Fencing
� Fence Posts
� Fence Rails
� Fencing Material
� Jack Leg Fencing

Gates
� Archways
� Gates

Government & Educational
� Educational
� Government
� Research

Hardware & Equipment
� Handling Equipment
� Hardware
� Manufacturing Equipment
� Shipping & Packaging
Materials

Highway Products
� Barn Poles
� Guardrail Posts

Jump Rails
� Horse Jump Rails

Landscape Products
� Landscape Products

Log Furniture & Log Home
Components
� Log Components
� Log Furniture

Poles & Stakes
� Building Poles
� Tree Stakes & Crop Poles
� Utility Poles

Professional Services
� Consulting
� Forestry
� Professional Services

Treating & Milling Services
� Custom Sawing & Machining
� Treating Facility

Wood Protection
� Barrier Wrap
� Wood Preservatives

Wood, Lumber & Barkies
� Doweled Products
� Doweled Wood
� Hand-peeled Wood
� Lumber
� Machine-peeled Wood
� Treated Wood
� Unpeeled Wood
� White Wood

2

3

Name of Business or Organization: Contact person:

_____________________________________________ ___________________________
(This is how your membership will be listed on the back of the newsletter and on the IRA website.

2017 IRA Membership Application Form
Please return this form and $100 payment to: (Sorry, we do not take credit cards.)

Intermountain Roundwood Association
Treasurer Ronda Taggart, 1727 Highway 93 South, Hamilton, MT  59840

Additional contact and services information for receiving newsletter and for your personal IRA web page.
� Like our Business or Organization on the IRA Facebook page.
� New member: Complete remainder of this form. � Current Member: Make changes as noted.
� Current Member:  No changes this year.  Stop here, as tempting as it might be; do not check any more
boxes! )

Address:__________________________  City: ____________________ State:________ Zip: ___________

Phone: (____)____________ Fax: _______________ Toll Free: [Optional] (____) ____________________

Email: ____________________________________ Website:______________________________________

DESCRIPTION OF COMPANY for your page on the IRA website.
Email to info@roundwoodassociation.org, limited to 150 words.  Remember to also attach one photo or logo
image to accompany your business or organization description.

PRODUCT & MEMBER LOCATOR CATEGORIES
Please check boxes below for all products you sell and processes which apply to your operation.  This
information will be used in the Product/Member Locator feature on the website.  Log on to our website
www.intermountainroundwood.org/printableProducts.jsp for product description definitions:
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INTERMOUNTAIN ROUNDWOOD ASSOCIATION
2017 Members

Agri-Tool & Supply, LLC
Allweather Wood, LLC
Baker Timber Products, Inc.
BJ Timber Consulting
Bouma Post Yards
Darrell Miller
Eagle Stud Mill
Forest Business Network, LLC
Forest Products Distributers, Inc.
Hamilton Hinge Company
Hills Products Group
Jasper Enterprises, Inc.
JH Baxter & Company

Koppers Performance Chemicals
Lodgepole Products, Inc.
Lonza Wood Protection
Marks-Miller Post & Pole, Inc.
Missoula Saws, Inc.
Montana Manufacturing
Morgan Timber Products
Panhandle Forest Products
Parma Post & Pole, Inc.
Pfendler Post & Pole, Inc.
Pickaroon Timber Products, Inc.
Poles, Inc.
Porterbilt Company, Inc.

Ranch Service & Supply Co.
Round Wood Systems
Roundwood West Corporation
Stephen T. Smith Consulting
Terry M. Claver
Thunderbolt Wood Treating
United Wood Products, Inc.
Viance, LLC
Western Wood Preservers Institute
Whispering Pines Pole Company, LLC
Wheeler Lumber, LLC
Windmill Ventures, LLC
Zedco Industries Ltd.



Roundwood Sculpture in
Lincoln, MT by Casey
Schachner.
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The view is always better with roundwood


