
Rock Reman
contemplating the
possibilities.

Rock Reman and his wife Beaner, Willow Wehr and
his wife Ashley, Dallin Brooks, Caleb Gardner, Clint
Weis and Kalvin Kovatch.

From left, former IRA Director Jim Pokorny (North
Idaho Post and Pole), John Christensen and son-in-
law former IRA Director Dave Guelff plot unloading
the well driller in 1995 after Dave and John brought
it home from White Sulphur Springs, MT.

NEWSLETTER
Fall  2017
Production, education and marketing of quality roundwood products

  President’s Message
And just like that...fire season ended and winter
began!  Seems as though markets followed suit for
many as well. With such a dramatic change in
seasons it was apparent that fall roundwood sales
would suffer.  I am looking forward to what MSU
Bozeman economist George Hayes has to present
to our members at our annual meeting in March.

We did however experience a pleasant fall day in
September for the director meeting in Helmville,
MT.  A huge thank you to Caleb Gardner and the
Mannix Family for being such great hosts.  I'd also
like to thank the Stray Bullet in Ovando for
providing an excellent lasagna dinner for us as
well!  And Clint Weis for providing us with laughter
on a tale of a destroyed phone, excess miles
accumulated and several hours searching for the
meeting location!

A successful meeting was conducted and more
final plans made for the upcoming 30th annual
meeting.  Annual meeting speakers range from a
founding IRA member, to an economist and
guardrail crash testing!  Once we adjourned, Rock

Reman and Beaner
continued their journey
north to Seeley Lake where
they obtained possession
of a mint condition mid
40's well drilling rig!  I hope
I live long enough to see it
after Rock’s restoration is
complete!  I believe in
taking on big projects, but I
have to admit Rock has me beat on this one!  

With all the hustle and bustle we can lose track of
our most important life missions...spending time
with our families, friends, and loved ones. 
Holidays are upon us and it's a great time to self
evaluate the balancing act of time chasing the
dollar and time spent where it's needed most.  I'd
like to wish everyone a happy and safe New Year. 
Have faith, embrace change, respect experience,
and be in the moment! 

–Kalvin Kovatch, President



Veda Weis stars in the meme we’d like to share! 

Thanks to 
Marks-Miller Post & Pole 

for supporting the 
Intermountain Roundwood Association!

  Minutes

IR A Director Meeting 
September 25th

Location: Newman Raymond Ranch House, Mannix
Ranch in Helmville, MT

In attendance: 
Directors:  Kal Kovatch, Rock Reman, Clint Weis,
Willow Wehr, Dallin Brooks, Caleb Gardner;
Executive Administrator Karen Kovatch and guests
Beaner Thacker and Ashley (and Baby!) Wehr. 

Called to order: 8:00 am 

Old Business:
Talked about the three speakers – Terry Claver,
Patrick Rappold, and George Hayes.  George Hayes
will possibly talk about the grain, mining and cattle
market because they directly impact our markets.
Talked about breaks in-between speakers.  The
group also decided to order the $3.00 beer glasses. 

Discussed updating the website. It currently runs
on Wordpress but might be better on Wix. A Forest
Service grant could provide the income to update
the website.

New Business:
We talked about how farmers and ranchers are
going to battle with the Forest Service regarding
legislation over forestry issues because of the 2017 
fire season.  They have significant pull in the state 
so could be an issue we support with them.

Talked about approaching more vendors for the
annual meeting and how they will set up.  Vendors
include Motion Industries, Case, Missoula Saws,
Agro Tool, and Hamilton Hinge.  Morbark and
Round Systems are vendors to contact.

Dallin brought up the Forest Service study and
study funding.  The group thought it would nice to
see how roundwood operators compared and it
would help the Forest Service see how our
operators help the forest by using small diameter
wood.  Changes were made to Dallin’s original
assessment and it will be shared with Larry Swan’s
group.

Meeting was adjourned.

-Clint Weis, Secretary
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Willow Wehr is the King Mountain Forestry
mulcher.  The extended Wehr family works in the
woods as well as runs a postyard.

New Director Note

My name is Willow Wehr, I am part owner of
Whispering Pines Pole Co., LLC located in Deer
Lodge, Montana.  Our company has been
producing roundwood products for over 35 years.
The company strives to produce custom and high
quality materials for our customers.  This motive
encourages this family-owned business to explore
niche markets, unique to the state of Montana.

Growing up, I worked in the family-owned and
operated company.  The family harvested tree
length to create hand-peeled tipi poles . This
method was done by draw knife and took many
hours in making this product.  In recent years, we
have mechanized the peeling process which has
revolutionized the company’s success.  Tipi poles
are our largest niche product that we produce year
round.

Now that the business has grown, the company
seeks out local producers for tree length to allow
the company to focus solely on production.  The
company now produces peeled and barkie post
and pole, hops poles, barn poles, tipi poles and
custom wood materials.  Our markets expand all
over the United States.  The tipi pole market is
world-wide and continues to grow annually.

My interest in the Roundwood Association is to be
acquainted with fellow businesses to understand
current and developing markets associated with
roundwood products.  As the future predecessor of
Whispering Pines Pole Co., LLC, it is important to
be involved in the Roundwood Association to be
aware of concerns and issues that might arise for
this industry.  My affiliation will benefit future
business relations and do our part to improve the
Roundwood Association. 

–Willow Wehr, Director

30th Annual Meeting

Save the date: March 16th 2018 in Missoula, MT
where the IRA will be giving away five $100 IRA
Bucks©as the large door prize.  This prize will be
payable to the IRA member of the winners choice. 
Meeting participants could finish out an order by
buying wood from another
yard, pick up supplies or
equipment from a vendor or
obtain services from any
professional service member!  Make sure you are a
paid IRA member so the winner can use the IRA
Bucks© at your business or organization.

New for 2018:  Vendors will be encouraged to set
up during the Social on the evening of March 15th

in addition to during the meeting!  The IRA will be
having the Social at the Hilton Garden Inn this year. 
Plan on beverages, food and fun! 
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...After: With a little more work and a short amount
of time, trees are already popping up again!

Before: The ground can look a little rough right
after harvesting however...

Fish ladder from dam allows
fish to spawn up tributaries.

Randy Mannix covering ranch 
timber harvesting practices.  Checking out 

 the decks of 
 roundwood 
 and logs.

Larger culvert installed on the
correct grade for fish.

Fall Directors’ Meeting
Director Caleb Gardner hosted
the September directors’
meeting at the Newman
Raymond House which sits on
the Blackfoot River in the heart
of the Mannix Ranch of
Helmville, MT.  The morning of
the meeting the directors woke
to the sound of elk bugling on
the center pivot irrigation
system.

The evening before, Caleb
organized a tour of the ranch
which included their logging
projects and also an impressive
fish ladder and culvert
upgrades.  Randy Mannix
showed us the timber
management practices they
were emulating from across
the fence and innovative
improvements to an old
irrigation system demonstrated
the efforts to preserve fish
habitat.
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Agri-Tool & Supply, LLC
Larry Schmedding

Phone  (509) 928-1872   (800) 321-5460
Call Larry for Alternative Morbark Parts

Peeler Heads, Hardened Feed Wheels, etc!
sales@agritoolsupply.com agritoolsupply.com

PO Box 612 Greenacres, WA 99016

Y o u r  S i n g l e  S o u r c e  S o l u t i o n

Brian C. Miller     Bus: (406) 721-2580  Fax: (406) 728-2557
Cell: (406) 370-2900   Email: brian@missoulasaws.com 

P.O. Box 16005 – 212 Commerce Street,  Missoula, MT  59808

“Making it Round”

Manufacturing state of the art rounding/doweling

machines.

 #14-2337 Townline Rd.  Abbotsford, BC V2T 6G1

Phone (604) 855-3883   Fax (604) 855-9623

Business Directory
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IRA Board of Directors

Kalvin Kovatch, President (406) 677-2932 kalkovatch@gmail.com
Rock Reman, Vice President (605) 269-2233 rockr@hillspg.com
Clint Weis, Secretary (406) 933-5981 clint@marks-miller.com
Ronda Taggart, Treasurer (406) 363-1456 ronda@porterbiltlog.com
Caleb Gardner (406) 204-0065 cgardner@mthyd.com
Willow Wehr (406) 544-5255 wrwehr@gmail.com
Dallin Brooks (360) 823-3898 dallin@preservedwood.org

Newsletter, Advertisements  & IRA Website

Karen Kovatch, Editor (406) 677-2932 info@roundwoodassociation.org

Membership Information
Meetings

Members are encouraged to participate in the
quarterly director meetings throughout the year as
well as our annual meeting scheduled for March
16th 2018.  The next Board meeting is Tuesday,
December 12th 2017 via teleconfence call.  The
board conducts four meetings, usually two
teleconference meetings and two physical
meetings each year.  Members are welcome to
raise concerns and contact directors with specific
issues and any questions.  All members are
welcome and encouraged to participate.  Contact
President, Kalvin Kovatch for more information.

Advertising
Business Directory Ads:
Contact Karen Kovatch (406) 677-2932 or
info@roundwoodassociation.org

IRA Websites
Log on at:
www.intermountainroundwood.org
www.facebook.com/RoundwoodAssociation
Email: info@roundwoodassociation.org

New Members

Our organization is a nonprofit corporation
representing the economic, educational, and social
interests of roundwood producers.   Anyone
engaged in or interested in the harvesting,
manufacturing, or marketing of small roundwood
and associated products is eligible for membership
in our organization.

Our association has been working for a consistent
and stable supply of raw materials; presenting a
united voice to government agencies and
congressional delegations on those issues facing
our association; working with government agencies
on hazardous waste disposal alternatives; working
to find State and Federal loan opportunities for
small businesses; locating new out of region
markets for members products; providing
information on State and Federal Regulations;
distributing a quarterly newsletter with pertinent
information; providing advice to members in their
dealings with governmental regulatory and land
management agencies; and educating the public
on the need to thin timber stands to provide a
healthy environment and prevent stand-destroying
fires.
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1

4
Architectural & Structures
� Architectural Products
� Engineered Structures
� Gazebos & Kiosks
� Hand or Deck Railings
� Pole Barns
� Tipi Poles & Hogan Logs

Biomass
� Biomass
� Hogfuel
� Livestock Bedding

Fencing
� Corral Rails or Panels
� Doweled Rail Fencing
� Fence Posts
� Fence Rails
� Fencing Material
� Jack Leg Fencing

Gates
� Archways
� Gates

Government & Educational
� Educational
� Government
� Research

Hardware & Equipment
� Handling Equipment
� Hardware
� Manufacturing Equipment
� Shipping & Packaging
Materials

Highway Products
� Barn Poles
� Guardrail Posts

Jump Rails
� Horse Jump Rails

Landscape Products
� Landscape Products

Log Furniture & Log Home
Components
� Log Components
� Log Furniture

Poles & Stakes
� Building Poles
� Tree Stakes & Crop Poles
� Utility Poles

Professional Services
� Consulting
� Forestry
� Professional Services

Treating & Milling Services
� Custom Sawing & Machining
� Treating Facility

Wood Protection
� Barrier Wrap
� Wood Preservatives

Wood, Lumber & Barkies
� Doweled Products
� Doweled Wood
� Hand-peeled Wood
� Lumber
� Machine-peeled Wood
� Treated Wood
� Unpeeled Wood
� White Wood

2

3

Name of Business or Organization: Contact person:

_____________________________________________ ___________________________
(This is how your membership will be listed on the back of the newsletter and on the IRA website.

2017 IRA Membership Application Form
Please return this form and $100 payment to: (Sorry, we do not take credit cards.)

Intermountain Roundwood Association
Treasurer Ronda Taggart, 1727 Highway 93 South, Hamilton, MT  59840

Additional contact and services information for receiving newsletter and for your personal IRA web page.
� Like our Business or Organization on the IRA Facebook page.
� New member: Complete remainder of this form. � Current Member: Make changes as noted.
� Current Member:  No changes this year.  Stop here, as tempting as it might be; do not check any more
boxes! )

Address:__________________________  City: ____________________ State:________ Zip: ___________

Phone: (____)____________ Fax: _______________ Toll Free: [Optional] (____) ____________________

Email: ____________________________________ Website:______________________________________

DESCRIPTION OF COMPANY for your page on the IRA website.
Email to info@roundwoodassociation.org, limited to 150 words.  Remember to also attach one photo or logo
image to accompany your business or organization description.

PRODUCT & MEMBER LOCATOR CATEGORIES
Please check boxes below for all products you sell and processes which apply to your operation.  This
information will be used in the Product/Member Locator feature on the website.  Log on to our website
www.intermountainroundwood.org/printableProducts.jsp for product description definitions:
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INTERMOUNTAIN ROUNDWOOD ASSOCIATION
2017 Members

Agri-Tool & Supply, LLC
Allweather Wood, LLC
Baker Timber Products, Inc.
BJ Timber Consulting
Bouma Post Yards
Darrell Miller
Eagle Stud Mill
Forest Business Network, LLC
Forest Products Distributers, Inc.
Hamilton Hinge Company
Hills Products Group
Jasper Enterprises, Inc.
JH Baxter & Company
Koppers Performance Chemicals

Lodgepole Products, Inc.
Lonza Wood Protection
Marks-Miller Post & Pole, Inc.
Missoula Saws, Inc.
Montana Manufacturing
Morgan Timber Products
Panhandle Forest Products
Parma Post & Pole, Inc.
Pfendler Post & Pole, Inc.
Pickaroon Timber Products, Inc.
Poles, Inc.
Porterbilt Company, Inc.
Ranch Service & Supply Co.

Round Wood Systems
Roundwood West Corporation
Stephen T. Smith Consulting
Terry M. Claver
Thunderbolt Wood Treating
Troy Corporation
United Wood Products, Inc.
Viance, LLC
Western Wood Preservers Institute
Whispering Pines Pole Company, LLC
Wheeler Lumber, LLC
Windmill Ventures, LLC
Zedco Industries Ltd.



KEEP
CALM

and

USE
WOOD

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

P A I D
MISSOULA, MT
PERMIT NO 569

IRA NEWSLETTER 

PO Box 1275 | Seeley Lake, MT  59868


