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IRA Launches New Website 
By Eric Wareham, IRA Executive Director 

 

       

     The IRA and the roundwood industry has a new place to hang its hat! The newly 

redesigned website was recently launched to incorporate more information about our 

industry and act as a centralized source of information for those looking for content 

about products and services of IRA members and information about the association. 

     The new website is a vast improvement on the old one as anyone with eyeballs can 

tell. The appearance is updated, but so too is the information contained on the website. 

There is information about the history of the association and the services it offers as 

well as an updated list of IRA members with contact information and a bit of 

information about the business as well. This is a great way to highlight our members 

and provide them more exposure to consumers through the website. 

    One way the website hopes to attract more visitors is through the additional content 

contained on the website. There is a section with FAQs and even research reports for 

those inclined to really know about the industry. The website will also be a location 

where all newsletters will be posted, including all the back issues we could find, which 

might provide some nostalgia for those wanting to go back (we went as far as 2005!) 

     All this information will serve to increase the search optimization of the website and 

hopefully attract some visitors as well as members. Visit the new 

www.intermountainroundwood.org website and take a look around! 

http://www.intermountainroundwood.org/
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WWPI wins federal grant to study post, pole industry 
By Dallin Brooks, WWPI  

A big push from industry and some timely advocacy from WWPI has resulted in a 

$250,000 grant to study the preserved wood post and pole industry. 

The U.S. Forest Service in April announced that WWPI received one of 35 Wood 

Innovations Grants awarded to businesses, non-profits, universities and tribal 

organizations. In all, some 103 proposals were reviewed. 

WWPI Executive Director Dallin Brooks said four years ago when he approached the 

Forest Service about a grant, agency officials said treated posts and poles were “not 

innovative enough.” WWPI did manage to get a small grant in 2018 to update previous 

studies done in 2002 for the Intermountain Roundwood Association on the roundwood 

industry. 

Brooks said that project opened the door for him to “get on my soap box” and 

convince the agency that treated posts and poles were the highest value-added 

commodity created from small diameter roundwood. 

WWPI gathered support letters from the post and pole industry and put together the 

proposal with industry consulting company The Beck Group. 

The grant will fund an in-depth study of the post and pole industry, with direct 

interviews with manufacturers to identify how it can better access roundwood resources 

and expand markets. Additionally, the industry interviews will be accompanied with the 

opportunity for federal, state and tribal forest managers to tour facilities and learn about 

value-added small diameter roundwood production. 

The Beck Group will conduct the in-person interviews and WWPI will handle the 

administrative work required under the grant. 
 

2021 IRA Annual Meeting 
Mark Your calendars! The next IRA meeting will be held in Missoula on March 10th 

and 11th at the Hilton Garden Inn.  

   

  Speakers and topics to be determined. If you have 

ideas or want to speak, please let us know.  

   

  As in past years, there will be a reception/get together 

Wednesday night and meetings until 3 on Thursday 

including an offsite tour. See you in 2021! 

 


